
Name__________________________________________  Hour__________   

 

Using History: Proposal 
Your goal in this project is twofold: 

1. To use history to better understand a current event (progression) and/or 
advocate for a particular contemporary policy change (parallel) 

2. To identify how controversy presents and resolves itself 
 

*Understand that whether you choose a parallel or progression, both are persuasive papers. One is 

taking a particular side on an issue using history in its defense, while the other is arguing that using 

history can help inform multiple sides of an issue. 

The current event situation or policy debate I’d like to research is: 
 
 
 

 
 
The controversy embedded in this event can be described as: 
 

Side A believes Side B believes Side C (optional) believes 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
The connection(s) to the historical era (primarily before 1980) we 
are/have been studying is the following: 
 
 
 
The types of evidence I need to gather includes: 

Contemporary evidence 
(what form will it take?) 

Historical Evidence  
(primary sources) 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

I am interested in doing a: progression paper_____ OR a parallel paper____. 
 

Teacher signature indicating approval______________________________________ 

 
Paper is due Monday June 3, 2013. Poster session will be given on: 6/4/13 o 6/5/13. 



 

Format for Using History paper 
This paper should be 5-7 pages in length; this length does not include a title page and 

bibliography which are also required. All papers must be double-spaced and typed. 
 

Consider this: How can you use historical knowledge to educate or persuade me in the 
question you are considering? 

 
I. Introduction. This is where you will introduce the reader to your current event. 

What is its background? What’s going on today? How does it connect to something in 
the past? Why is it something to be concerned about? What do you think should be 

done about it? What is the event/policy to be discussed? 
 

II. Impact. Why should we be concerned about the event/policy you selected? What 
evidence can you share from current sources about why your event is significant and 

matters in the world? 

 
III. Background. This is where you will go into detail about the historical background 

to your current event. What are the details with which you can connect? What primary 
sources can you introduce the reader to that will help them better understand how 

events have unfolded over time? How can we help the reader learn from the past? 
How can you show similarities with past events? 

 
IV. Consider Multiple Perspectives. Here you want to establish the multiple 

perspectives embedded in the issue using both contemporary and historical examples. 
Who was in favor of or against the issue 40 years ago? Who is in favor or against the 

issue today? Why do the respective groups think or believe what they do? What 
evidence do they use to support their position? 

 
V. Scholarly Connection. How can history better inform the multiple sides involved 

in this issue? What are some of the lessons that can be gleaned from the 

understanding the progression over time of this issue? If people only knew 
___________ about this issue, they’d be better informed.  

OR 
V. Policy Recommendation. What should be done about the issue? How can it best 

be addressed to remedy the impact you outlined in section II? Be explicit about how 
history is informing your proposal. How have you learned from the past? What 

evidence do you have (past and present) to indicate this might be the best approach? 
How do you satisfy those who disagree with you? 

 
VI. Conclusion. This is where you’ll tie your paper together. Review the current event 

issues at hand and how history can inform our understanding of the event. Refer back 
to your original thesis and restate why it’s important people seriously consider this 

issue. 
 

 
 


