Modern US History: World War II-present
SOC303 (Course will be held in room 2033)
Instructor Information

Ms. Kathleen Doherty. My office hours are before school and Mondays at lunch; others by appointment.
Ms. Kathryn Mulvoy

Email: kdoherty@madison.k12.wi.us

mulvo001@gmail.com
Course blog: http://dohertyformodernus.wordpress.com

If you have any questions about these policies and procedures, or anything else, please don’t hesitate to see me in the social studies office (2015) or send me an e‐mail. 
Required Materials

1. Textbook: Glencoe: American Odyssey: The United States in the 20th Century
2. Note space. I recommend keeping lecture and textbook notes in a binder using loose-leaf paper or hole punched printer paper instead of a notebook. This gives you maximum flexibility for keeping related readings and handouts alongside your specific notes on the subject. It’s also an effective organizational method for postsecondary education. It’s up to you though.
3. Binder to hold in‐class notes, textbook notes, and supplemental readings/handouts.

4. Blog access: http://dohertyformodernus.wordpress.com

You need to be able to access our class blog for course materials, additional readings,

recommended web sites and assignments on a daily basis. Put it in your phone and check it everyday. Computers are available in the high school and public school libraries as well.


Course Description:

This course surveys foreign and domestic issues that have shaped the United States over the

last seventy years. Emphasis is given to United States foreign policy starting with the dropping of the atomic bombs through present day, and how those policies impacted domestic issues. Our major units will be:

1. Impact of World War II (1940s)
2. Cold War & Post WWII era (1950s)
3. Equality & Protest (1950s-60s)
4. Vietnam, Nixon & Foreign Affairs (1960s-70s)
5. The New Conservatism (1980s & beyond)

Evaluation

You will be asked to engage in a range of assessments this semester, each designed to

measure a different subset of skills related to historical inquiry: persuasive writing,

discussing multiple perspectives, personal reflection, and creative problem solving.

Evaluation of these will yield your final semester grade.

Quarter grades will be determined by:

a. (65%) Exams These will be unit and section exams. A research paper/presentation will also be included.
b. (35%) Class discussions and homework.
Students’ participation in class is essential for having the best possible learning experience for everyone. Assignments will help you strengthen your reading skills, motivate class participation, and increase understanding of course content. Engaging with course readings will always be an important component of the course.

Semester grade will be determined by the following:


a. Quarter 1: 45%
b. Quarter 2: 45%
c. Final Exam: 10%

Grading Scale.

We will follow the grading scale below:
Grade % Earned

A 90‐100

B 80‐89

C 70‐79

D 60‐69

F 59 and below

Student progress reports will posted to Infinite Campus at mid‐quarter.

Course Policies

Tardiness.

Being tardy is defined as being outside the classroom when the bell rings. Students who are

tardy disrupt the class, miss information, and distract others by being in the hall. Multiple tardies in a week or those more than 10 minutes will result in a lunch detention.
Attendance.

Please be cautious about missing class. Activities cannot be repeated. Borrowing notes

cannot replace actual lectures. It is difficult to make up a missed video or presentation. Missing small group work hurts the whole group and makes one absence seem like more. Please try not to miss! If you do miss class, please take responsibility for completing work that can be completed in a timely manner. The class blog

(http://dohertyformodernus.wordpress.com) can help in this manner.

Homework, Assignments, & Exams.

Assignments are due on the designated due date. Assignments turned in late will be accepted until the end of the unit with a 20% penalty. No assignments will be accepted after the Unit Test has been taken. Any make‐up work (work due to an excused absence) should be submitted in a timely manner, per agreement with me. Any work or assignments missed due to an unexcused absence cannot be made‐up. Absences not excused within two school days upon return will be counted as permanently unexcused. Exam days are crucial. Tests are announced in advance. If you are absent the day before a test, you will still be expected to take the test. (We’ll have been studying the material for weeks prior!) If you miss a test because of an excused absence, plan to make it up in the testing center within two days of your absence. Unexcused absences on test days will preclude higher than a “C” grade on exam.
	Unit
	Sample Topics
	Questions we’ll consider

	The Impact World War II

(1940s)
	Japanese-Americans, US wartime economy, atomic warfare, Pearl Harbor, internment; rape of Nanjing/China,

origins of civil rights; civil liberties; A. Philip Randolph
	What were the causes of WW2/effects? Effects of: rise of consumerism, beginning of civil rights struggle, launch of the cold war

Should the US have "interned" the Japanese? Drop the bomb?

	Cold War & Post WWII era 
(1940s-50s)
	Communism, Sino-Soviet relations, space race, Soviet-US relations, suburbanization, CIA, 
	Are capitalism and communism incompatible? What should the US policy be for intervening in foreign affairs?

	Equality & Protest (1950s-60s)
	Warren Court, Brown v. Board of Education, Chicano student movement, Feminine Mystique, Caesar Chavez, Kennedy, Johnson’s Great Society
	What's the best method for protest success: integration or segregation?
In what ways did the new strategies and goals of the civil rights movement affect social transformation?

	Vietnam, Nixon & Foreign Affairs (1960s-70s)
	Vietnam War, diplomatic relations with China, OPEC, Watergate, EPA, ERA, Title IX
	Should we have opened up to China in light of abuses? Was Nixon a hero? What role did Mao play in Nixon's China visit? Why the Vietnam War is considered controversial?

	The New Conservatism (1980s & beyond)
	Role of government, Reaganomics, Iran-Contra affair, Iranian hostage crisis
	Why is Reagan credited with ushering in the modern-day conservative movement?
What’s the appropriate balance between private/public sectors?


Other ideas:

You are encouraged to bring to class additional ideas and areas for study. If there is something you’ve heard about and want to research, study, question, or discuss, bring it to class! History is a dynamic, endless (but in a good way!) discipline. The more perspectives and connections we make, the more thorough our class will be. 

Doherty, 2nd semester, 2013


