
Timeline

Vietnam War



●

What do you know about the 
Vietnam War?



● What was the purpose of the Vietnam War? Did 
it change over time?

● Did thinking change in the US between the 
Geneva Accords and the end of US involvement 
in the war? How? 

● Who fought whom? How did they fight? When 
did the Vietnam War start?

Questions to think about…



● Who is thinking about what the Vietnamese 
people want? How can we tell what they want 
their government to be?

● What were the effects on the US? 
● Why didn’t the US sign the Geneva Accords?

Questions to think about





● 1940-1946 
● Vietnam is a French 

colony. During WWII, 
communist forces in 
Vietnam fight Japanese 
soldiers. The US supports 
the communists against 
the Japanese.

● 1945: 
● Ho Chi Minh declares 

Vietnamese independence 
from France. US and UK 
support the French now 
that WWII is over

● 1946:
●  French and Viet Minh 

make peace- France 
recognizes Vietnam as a 
Free State. Peace doesn’t 
last, war breaks out in the 
French-Indochina War



Ho Chi Minh (left) Nov. 22, 1954
Ngo Dinh Diem (right) Apr. 4, 1955



1954
● Geneva Accords: Vietnam is 

split along the 17th parallel 
temporarily. Nation-wide 
elections to take place by 
1956 to reunite the country. 
The US and South Vietnam 
never sign the agreement.

● “The Communists, by virtue 
of their superior capability in 
the field of propaganda, could 
readily pervert the issue as 
being a choice between 
national independence and 
French Colonial rule.” – The 
Pentagon Papers, Vol. 1 Doc. 
23

● Domino Theory of Communism, 
“You have a row of dominos set 
up. You knock over the first one, 
and what will happen to the last 
one is the certainty that it will go 
over very quickly” – President 
Eisenhower

● Brown v. Board of Education
● Senator McCarthy cited for 

misconduct by the Senate



1956
▪ France leaves 

Vietnam
▪ US Military 

Assistance Advisor 
Group (M.A.A.G.) 
trains South 
Vietnamese soldiers 
once the French 
leave

▪ No elections are 
held in South 
Vietnam

● Revolution in 
Hungary: student 
demonstrations and 
widespread revolts 
against Hungary’s 
communist 
government are 
crushed

● Khrushchev “We will 
bury you” speech in 
Poland shows the 
increasing tensions 
between the US and 
Soviet Union



1957

▪ Guerilla Warfare 
begins in the South 
as communist 
forces fight Diem in 
the South

▪ Eisenhower sends 
troops into Little 
Rock, AR

▪ Soviet Union 
launches Sputnik I



● 1960: 
● John F. Kennedy 

elected president
● Vietcong formed

● 1961: 
● Bay of Pigs plot to 

overthrow Castro in 
Cuba fails

● 1962: 
● Cuban Missile Crisis 
● US Senator Mike 

Mansfield reports that 
nearly $2 billion has 
been wasted by Ngo 
Dinh Diem in South 
Vietnam 



● 1963: 
● Buddhists protest 

against Diem in 
South Vietnam. 

● Diem is murdered, 
with US knowledge

● Martin Luther King Jr. 
delivers “I Have a 
Dream” speech in 
Washington, D.C.

● JFK is assassinated in 
Dallas, TX. Lyndon 
Johnson becomes 
president



● 1964:
●  Gulf of Tonkin- 3 North 

Vietnamese ships 
supposedly fire at the USS 
Maddox

● Congress passes the Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution 
authorizing President 
Johnson to “take all 
necessary measures to 
repel any armed attack 
against forces of the 
United States and to 
prevent further 
aggression.” 

● Johnson elected President, 
defeating Barry Goldwater.



● 1966: 
● LBJ meets with 

South Vietnamese 
premier Nguyen Cao 
Ky and promises to 
continue helping 
the South, adding 
that the US will 
monitor South 
Vietnam’s 
expansion of 
democracy and 
economic 
improvements

● In NYC, WWI and 
WWII veterans 
protest the war by 
burning discharge 
papers

● The Congress of 
Racial Equality (C.O.
R.E.) reports that the 
military places “a 
heavy discriminatory 
burden on minority 
groups and the 
poor” and calls for a 
withdrawal of all 
troops



● 1967:
●  Martin Luther King 

Jr. speaks out 
against US policy in 
Vietnam

● 1968:
●  Tet Offensive- 

North Vietnamese 
and Vietcong attack 
and capture several 
South Vietnamese 
cities, including 
Saigon.

● American forces 
retake the cities 

● University of 
Wisconsin students  
demand that corporate 
recruiters for Dow 
Chemical not be 
allowed on campus



● My Lai Massacre- a 
“search and destroy” 
mission that results in a 
massacre of unarmed 
civilians. The US public is 
shocked when Seymour 
Hersh first reports the 
story. People start 
questioning the conduct of 
American soldiers. 

1969: 
Vietnamization- US shifts 

responsibility for beating 
communist forces to the 
South Vietnamese

● Nixon begins bombing 
Cambodia to disrupt 
communist supply lines 
without Congressional 
approval or knowledge

1969: Massive Anti-war 
protest in Washington







1971: 
● The Pentagon Papers- the 

Supreme Court rules in 
favor of the the New York 
Times to protect freedom 
of speech

● 1973: 
● Last US troops leave 

Vietnam. Congress passes 
the War Powers Resolution 
limiting the President’s 
wartime powers

● 1975: 
● Saigon falls to the 

communists

1970: Kent State students 
are shot by National 
Guardsmen at an antiwar 
protest. 4 students are 
killed



● 1963: 16,000 troops
● 1964 (Gulf of Tonkin Resolution)
● 1965: 180,000 troops
● 1966: 360,000 troops
● 1967: 500,000 troops
● 1969: 475,200 troops
● 1970: 334, 600 troops

US Troop Numbers in 
Vietnam



1. Congress and the President will work together when introducing armed forces to a 
conflict

2. The President must consult congress before introducing the armed forces into hostile 
environments and situations and must consult congress as long as the armed forces 
remain there. (50 USC Sec. 1542). 

3. The President will comply with requirements set by Congress when he deploys the 
armed forces, particularly the 60 day time limit on the use of US forces (50 USC Sec. 1543)

4. US forces are withdrawn from hostilities within 60 days unless Congress approves 
further military action or unless Congress is physically unable to meet as a result of an 
attack upon the US

5. The fifth part of the law sets forth certain definitions and rules to be used when 
interpreting the War Powers Resolution (50 USC 1547).

6. If any part of the law is held by a court to be invalid then the rest of the law shall not be 
considered valid (50 USC 1548).

War Powers Resolution

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode50/usc_sec_50_00001542----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode50/usc_sec_50_00001543----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode50/usc_sec_50_00001547----000-.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/html/uscode50/usc_sec_50_00001548----000-.html


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dx8-ffiYyzA

https://www.senate.
gov/pagelayout/history/h_multi_sections_and_teasers/WarDeclarationsbyCon
gress.htm

http://www.loc.gov/law/help/war-powers.php

Declarations of War and War Resolutions

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dx8-ffiYyzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dx8-ffiYyzA
https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/history/h_multi_sections_and_teasers/WarDeclarationsbyCongress.htm
https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/history/h_multi_sections_and_teasers/WarDeclarationsbyCongress.htm
https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/history/h_multi_sections_and_teasers/WarDeclarationsbyCongress.htm
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http://www.loc.gov/law/help/war-powers.php

